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B. Ward, Dr. Charles A. Kofoid, Dr. C. H. Eigenmen, and
George C. Whipple, was organized for the purpose of stimulat-
ing scientific work along the various lines of natural science
involved, and of co-ordinating the work of various individuals
and institutions.
This commission, not receiving proper support, was discon-
tinued, but its work resulted in increased individual activity.
Dr. Kofoid carried on an extensive investigation of the plankton
of the Illinois River, and Dr. Birge and Dr. Juday have made
most valuable studies of the temperature of lakes and the gases
dissolved in lake waters at different depths.
For several years the late Prof. James I. Peck, acting under
the direction of the U. S. Fish Commission, made important
studies of the food of certain fishes, notably the menhaden.
He used the Sedgwick-Rafter method instead of the plankton
net for concentrating the microscopic organisms. This method
has also been used in the study of the food supply of oysters.
In 1896 Dr. C. S. Dolley, of Philadelphia, suggested the use
of the centrifugal machine for the purpose of concentrating the
microscopic organisms. This " planktonokrit," as it is called,
has not been developed to completeness, but was studied by
Field, Kofoid, and others.
Prof. H. B. Ward and Mr. Chas. Fordyce devised a plankton
pump for collecting Crustacea and other plankton organisms at
particular depths below the surface of a lake. In many ways
this was a decided improvement over the plankton net.
These special methods have more value for strictly scientific
studies of the organisms than for the practical uses of the water
analyst or the sanitary expert.
The extensive investigations of the Massachusetts State
Board of Health and the Metropolitan Water Board of Boston
begun nearly a quarter of a century ago are still being continued,
as well as those of the water department of New York City.
Important advances have also been made in the direction
of controlling the growths of algae in reservoirs and the purifica-
tion of water containing microscopic organisms.